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Seattle Youth Symphony Orchestras (SYSO) is the largest youth symphony organization in the United States. SYSO operates four full 

orchestras during the academic year, runs Marrowstone Summer Music in Bellingham on the Western Washington University campus, and 

Marrowstone-in-the-City in Seattle and Redmond. SYSO is also active in outreach programs including the Endangered Instruments Program, a 

special in-school program providing free musical instruction on less-commonly studied orchestral instruments.  Each year over 1,100 students 

participate in SYSO programming.   SYSO in the Schools is a collaboration with 20 Seattle-area public schools to improve the quality of music 

education for all children.  This nationally-acclaimed program offers free in-school instruction from some of the Puget Sound region's finest 

musicians. 

   

SYSO ORCHESTRAS 

Symphonette Orchestra (SO) presents the less experienced musician with the opportunity to gain valuable performance 

experience. Repertoire is varied and serves as an introduction to the orchestral experience. Students in the Symphonette 

Orchestra typically advance to the Debut Symphony.  

  

Debut Symphony Orchestra (DSO), which was founded in 1946 as a training group for Youth Symphony Orchestra, was 

referred to as the “Little Symphony” until 1990. This orchestra is the organization’s largest, serving 130 players. Students in the 

Debut Orchestra typically advance to the Junior Orchestra. 

  

Junior Symphony Orchestra (JSO) is approximately the same size as the Youth Symphony, serving approximately 120 

players. Repertoire, which is both varied and challenging, consists primarily of larger scale 19th and 20th century works. 

Students in Junior typically advance to the Youth Symphony Orchestra. 

  

Youth Symphony Orchestra (YSO), founded in 1942 under the direction of Francis Aranyi, is SYSO’s flagship orchestra and 
serves approximately 120 of the organizations most talented and accomplished players. Repertoire encompasses a variety of 
styles ranging from early music to world premieres. The orchestra performs in Benaroya Hall. 

 

R E H E A R S A L S 

 

SYMPHONETTE    DEBUT SYMPHONY    JUNIOR SYMPHONY   

ORCHESTRA     ORCHESTRA    ORCHESTRA   

CONDUCTOR / Kate Labiak  CONDUCTOR / Mark Adamo  CONDUCTOR / Marcus Tsutakawa 

Shorecrest High School,    Shorecrest High School   Shorecrest High School 

Saturdays, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 pm  Saturdays, 8:30 - 10:45 am   Saturdays, 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 pm 

All Sectionals on Saturday Mornings  All Sectionals on Saturday Mornings  All Sectionals on Saturday Mornings 

 

YOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA   

CONDUCTOR / Stephen Rogers Radcliffe 

Music School, University  of Washington,  

Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

All Sectionals on Saturday Mornings 

 

A U D I T I O N S 

Open Auditions 

The dates for fall open auditions are announced in the spring.  Notification is sent to returning students, those who have 

auditioned for us in the past and those who have called to request notification.  Each instrument is scheduled on a specific date.  

Students may call to make an audition appointment on the appointed day in July.  Preparations for auditions of this size are a 

complex organizational undertaking.  The focus of the organization is not only the 600+ young musicians, but also the 

availability of our conductors, coaches, staff and rental space.  We appreciate your patience in scheduling your student’s 

audition.   
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Occasionally, opportunities to audition and join SYSO arise during the course of the academic year.  We maintain an active file 

of musicians interested in participating in our programs.   Please feel free to email orchestra@syso.org or call us at 

206.362.2300 with any audition inquiries. 

 

There is a $35 audition fee ($50 if auditioning on the Make Up Day) for everyone who auditions for SYSO. This fee is payable 

at the audition, cash or check only, (credit cards are not accepted).  Auditions take approximately five minutes and students are 

asked to perform the following:  

  

1.) Scales: 1 major and 1 minor of your choice; Winds & Brass: 1-2 octaves and Strings: 2-3 octaves 

2.) Prepared Piece: A piece or an excerpt (doesn’t need to memorized) no longer than 2 minutes in length; select a piece that best demonstrates 

your playing ability.   

3.) Sight Reading: Material will be provided for sight reading at the audition, according to ability. 

For more information about audition preparation please visit our website (www.syso.org). 

 

Seating Auditions 

 

Strings, Woodwinds and Brass 

The schedules for seating auditions are posted below, on the SYSO website (www.syso.org) and are available from orchestra secretaries 

and at the main auditions in August/September. 

Seating auditions are required for each orchestra and for each concert trimester.  If you are unable to perform at a regularly scheduled 

seating audition, you must notify your section coach of your absence and audition for him/her one week prior to the regularly scheduled 

Seating Audition.  This make up audition will ONLY happen one week prior to the scheduled seating audition and at the convenience of your 

sectional coach. Students, who miss both seating audition opportunities, will audition for the orchestra conductor at his/her discretion and will 

be seated at the back of the section for that concert.  

 

For Youth Symphony   MAKE UP Dates for Youth  
10/15/2011     10/8/2011 
1/14/2012     1/7/2012 
3/31/2012     3/24/2012 
 
For Junior Orchestra   MAKE UP Dates for Junior  
10/15/2011     10/8/2011 
1/21/2012     1/14/2012 
4/21/2012     4/14/2012 
 
For Debut Orchestra   MAKE UP Dates for Debut  
10/22/2011     10/15/2011 
1/28/2012     1/21/2012 
5/5/2012     4/28/2012 
 
For Symphonette Orchestra    MAKE UP Dates for Symphonette  
10/15/2011     10/8/2011 
1/21/2012     1/14/2012 
4/28/2012     4/21/2012 

 

Movement Between the Orchestras 

If an orchestra vacancy occurs during the year a new member is often, but not always, selected to fill the position.  In the event a position is 

to be filled, the first chair player of the orchestra(s) under the orchestra with the vacancy and the top ranking player on the waiting list will 

be invited to audition for the position. 

A student placed in a specific orchestra at the Fall auditions who decides not to participate in one complete concert period, is not eligible to 

move to the next level without first participating through an entire concert period in their originally assigned orchestra. 

 

Switching Instruments 

Once assigned to an orchestra if a student decides to change instruments an audition with their assigned conductor is necessary.  Once 

auditioned, the student must remain in their initial orchestra placement on their new instrument through one seating tryout.  The seating tryout 

will then be the deciding factor if that student is proficient enough to be considered for an audition at the next level.     
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Tuition 

Tuition may be paid in full or you can take advantage of our payment plan.  Regardless of the student’s non-attendance at 

rehearsals or concerts the full tuition amount is due in full by the scheduled tuition payment listed below. If you have more than 

one child in our orchestras, please inquire about our family discount.   

 

2011-12 Tuition Rates 

Symphonette     $903 

Debut    $920 

Junior        $1064 

Youth            $1,373 

Payment schedule 

Full tuition is due by October 1, 2011. If you choose to take advantage of the payment plan, half of the tuition is due October 

1, 2011 and the second half is due January 15, 2012. 

 

No Refund Policy 

SYSO has a “No Refund” policy in regard to tuition.  We plan for a student to commit for the entire orchestra year.   The full 

tuition fee will be due and payable for the entire year regardless of the student’s non-attendance at rehearsals or concerts.   

 

Tuition Security Deposit  

A current credit card number will be requested.  No charges will be made to your account provided your tuition is paid in full by 
March 15, 2012.   Due to the rising costs of bank fees, SYSO is no longer able to cover bank card expenses.  Therefore, if you 

choose to pay using your Visa or Mastercard, an additional 4% processing fee will be added to the credit card charge.  
 

Financial Aid & Work Study 

In an effort to keep tuition affordable for all students, SYSO underwrites half the cost of each student’s participation. 

Additionally, SYSO provides financial aid and work-study opportunities. SYSO encourages families to take advantage of the 

financial aid program, if appropriate. 

 

Families requesting financial aid must complete the required financial aid form. These forms are available from the Orchestra 
Secretary, online at www.syso.org, or you may call the SYSO office and request a form to be mailed to you. SYSO also offers 
a limited number of work-study positions.  The deadline to submit an application for Financial Aid is September 18th. 
 
 

Instrument Liability 

All SYSO students/families are responsible for their instruments. Lost, stolen or damaged instruments (or instrument accessories) 

are not the responsibility of SYSO.  SYSO strongly urges you to check with your family insurance agent regarding instrument 

insurance. 

 

Instrument Loans 

Generally, students are expected to provide their own instruments; however, SYSO has some instruments available for loan on a 
first-come, first-serve basis.  A rental fee may apply.  Please call the SYSO office at 206.362.2300 for instrument availability 
or for more information. 
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General Guidelines 

• Bring all music, a music stand and a pencil to every rehearsal and come musically prepared. 

• Arrive 10 minutes before rehearsal begins, instrument ready, music stand out with music in place, and ready to begin. 

• Make rehearsals a priority by honoring the attendance policy. 

• All section leaders and principals must be available for all rehearsals.  The Music Director considers these musicians “assistant 

conductors” and will expect excellent attendance, attitude, leadership, discipline, and cooperation. 

• Percussionists are required to assist in the moving, setting up, dismantling and putting away of all percussion equipment for 

rehearsals and concerts.  They must arrive to rehearsal at least 15 minutes early to set up the section and plan to stay until all 

percussion equipment is put away.  

• All orchestra members are responsible for setting up their sections and putting away their stands in a neat and orderly 

fashion.  

• Respect all members’ desire to participate fully without distraction.  If your behavior becomes a distraction, you will be asked 

to leave the rehearsal. 

• Food or drinks are not allowed in the rehearsal rooms. 

• Pick up all trash around the rehearsal room and turn in extra music at the conclusion of each rehearsal, sectional, or concert. 

• At the end of every performance please place all copies of the music in the box provided by the orchestra secretary. 

• It is possible for a student to be a full time member in more than one orchestra; however, a second tuition will be charged. 

• SYSO makes available all information about rehearsals, concerts, special events, and changes. It is the responsibility of the 

parent and/or student to obtain this information and to be aware of any changes. This information will be available at the 

tables located outside your student’s rehearsal hall. It can also be acquired in the SYSO office or at our website,  

www.syso.org. Any questions about the schedule should be directed to your Orchestra Secretary. 

Attendance Policy 

Each participant will be allowed only two absences during the preparation time for each concert. If a third absence occurs, 

participation in the upcoming concert is at the discretion of the conductor and will require an audition of your part for the 

conductor.  If a fourth absence occurs or your third absence is the Dress Rehearsal, the conductor will decide whether or not you 

will be allowed to play in the concert, with or without an audition.   

Follow these instructions if you are unable to attend a rehearsal or sectional: 

If you will be absent for any reason you must submit an excuse with the reason for your absence and turn it into the orchestra 

secretary, two weeks prior to your anticipated absence.   

• For an illness or family emergency: Notify your Orchestra Secretary before the scheduled rehearsal time, by email or 

calling your orchestra secretary or by leaving a message at the SYSO office (206.362.2300). 

• Absence from a Dress Rehearsal: Missing a scheduled dress rehearsal is unacceptable. Even if you have not missed any 

rehearsals for that concert period, missing a dress rehearsal puts your participation in the upcoming concert at the discretion of 

the conductor.  Prior notification is a must if you are to miss a dress rehearsal. 

• Absence from a Concert Performance: Giving less than a months’ notice of your absence from a concert puts your 

remaining participation in the SYSO program in jeopardy and at the discretion of the conductor and Music Director. 

• Tardiness: A late arrival to a rehearsal is disruptive. If you are late to rehearsal or sectional it will be counted as a half 

absence.  Two tardies will be counted as one absence. 

Inclement Weather Policy 

The procedure for notifying you if a Saturday rehearsal is cancelled due to weather is as follows:   

• You should call the SYSO office (206-362-2300) after 6 am.  Our phone greeting will indicate if there IS a rehearsal or if 

there is NOT a rehearsal. 

• You can check the SYSO website (www.syso.org).  The front page of the website will tell you the status of rehearsals. 

• If possible check your email account.  Your Orchestra Secretary will be notified by the Orchestra Coordinator as to the status 

of rehearsal and then an email to their orchestra members with a rehearsal schedule update will be sent. 

Of course, weather and road conditions fluctuate from area to area, so if the roads are not safe to travel in your area please 

let your orchestra secretary know by phone or email.  
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Concerts 

Concert dates are set well in advance. There will be a schedule of each orchestra’s performance dates available at the 

information desk beginning at the Fall Auditions.  A calendar of events can be viewed on our website, www.syso.org. 

 

Special Events 

Periodically we have the opportunity to perform outside of our regularly scheduled programs. It is SYSO’s intent to expose our 

students to the experience of many different types of performance venues. Past performances have included Seattle Symphony 

prelude concerts, Seattle Mariners and Seattle Sonics games, Winterfest, collaborations with the Seattle Opera and the 

Portland Youth Philharmonic, Bumbershoot, recording projects, and many others. We will give as much advance notice as 

possible for these special events.  

 

Ticket Information 

For information about purchasing tickets to any SYSO performance call Box Office Manager John Empey at 206.362.2300.   

SYSO students may attend any SYSO concert for free.  All SYSO students are encouraged to attend the YSO concerts in 

Benaroya Hall and are granted one complimentary ticket to all SYSO sponsored Benaroya Hall concerts. 

 

Audience Concert Etiquette 

SYSO is an educational organization dedicated to exposing children of all ages to the excitement of live concerts, however, 

very young children may not be quite ready for a formal concert setting. You are the best judge of your child’s capability to sit 

quietly through a concert.  If your child becomes restless during a piece please exit quietly to the lobby.  

For all Performance Venues: 

Turn off all pagers, cell phones and watch alarms and flash photography is strictly prohibited 

In Benaroya Hall:  Videotaping is strictly prohibited 

In Meany Hall:  Videotaping is allowed in designated areas of the hall only.  Tripods are strictly forbidden. 

 

Concert Dress Requirements 
Symphonette, Debut, and Junior 

Males:  

Black dress slacks, black dress shoes, black socks, long sleeve white dress shirt, plain black tie (no bow ties). Tennis shoes and 

jeans (or jean-like trousers) are not acceptable. 

Females:   

Skirt:  Long black skirt (miniskirts are not acceptable).  If wearing a skirt, dark or black hose is required. 

Dress Pants:  Nice black dress pants are acceptable, jean-like pants are not acceptable. 

Blouse:  Neatly pressed white, 3/4 to long sleeved blouse (tucked in); no sweaters  

Shoes:  Black dress shoes, no sandals, or tennis shoes.  If wearing an open-toed shoe, black hose are REQUIRED. 

Jewelry:  Please make all jewelry selections and hair adornments unobtrusive. 

 

Youth Symphony Orchestra 

Males:  

Black tuxedo, long sleeve white dress shirt, black dress shoes, black socks, and black bow tie.  

Females:  

Skirt: Long black skirt (miniskirts are not acceptable).  If wearing a skirt, dark or black hose are required. 

Dress Pants: Nice black dress pants are acceptable, jean-like pants are not acceptable. 

Blouse: Neatly pressed black, 3/4 to long sleeved blouse; no sweaters.  

Shoes: Black dress shoes, no sandals, or tennis shoes.  If wearing an open-toed shoe, black hose are REQUIRED. 

Jewelry: Please make all jewelry selections and hair adornments unobtrusive. 

If the dress code is not adhered to it will jeopardize your participation in the concert performance. 
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“Seattle Youth Symphony Orchestras is committed to an alliance with our public and private schools.  Toward that end, SYSO 

students are strongly encouraged to participate in their school music programs where they exist.”  Students are not limited to 

playing their SYSO instruments in the school orchestra, but can meet this requirement in any number of ways, including: playing 

other instruments they are interested in, singing in choirs, taking part in school musical theatre performances, or coaching 

younger students. 

 

Summer and In-School Programs 

Marrowstone Summer Music 

MSM is the Northwest’s premiere program for young musicians. Designed for students ages 13-23, Marrowstone 

offers a two-week session at Western Washington University in Bellingham, Washington. The program boasts an 

internationally renowned faculty and provides all students with an intensive orchestral and chamber music experience. 

Students are given the opportunity to participate in master class instruction, theory classes, and a concerto 

competition. There are over 15 public concerts presented as part of the program. 

 

Marrowstone-in-the City (MITC) 

MITC is a two-week, Seattle-based summer program is designed to provide excellent musical instruction and 

orchestral training for younger musicians, ages 7-14. The program includes string and wind ensembles, sectional and 

full orchestra rehearsals, concerts and master classes for all students. Marrowstone-in-the-City takes place in Seattle 

and Redmond. 

 

Endangered Instruments Program (EIP) and SYSO in the Schools 

The Endangered Instruments Program created in 1990 by Walter F. Cole, supplements music education in public schools 
by providing free, in-school instruction on less commonly studied or “endangered” instruments such as the double bass, 
bassoon, viola, trombone, tuba, and French horn.  SYSO in the Schools is a collaboration with 20 Seattle-area public 
schools to improve the quality of music education for all children.  This nationally-acclaimed program offers free in-
school instruction from some of the Puget Sound region's finest musicians. 

 

S U P P O R T   S Y S O 

Each year, we rely upon the generosity of individuals, foundations, corporations and government agencies to provide 

financial support for our academic year and summer programs. There are many opportunities throughout the year for 

you to help us with our fundraising efforts. We hope that you will help to keep the music alive by making a gift to 

SYSO this year. If you have any questions regarding contribution opportunities please call SYSO’s Development 

Director, at 206.362.2300. 

 

V O L U N T E E R I N G   F O R   S Y S O 

At SYSO we depend upon the parents and students to provide assistance in a variety of volunteer opportunities.  
There are many ways you can help; office support, assistance with the annual auditions, concert assistance, helping at 
the weekly rehearsals and other such opportunities.  If you would like to help, respond to any of the email pleas that 
are sent or call the office at 206-362-2300 and talk with Janice Gatti. 
 
 
 

11065 5th Ave NE, Suite A   in fo@syso.org  
Seattle, WA 98125    www.sy so .org  

206.362.2300 206.361.9254 fax  www.marrowstone.org  

mailto:info@syso.org
http://www.syso.org/
http://www.marrowstone.org/
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Benaroya Hall  200 University, Seattle, WA  98101 

Benaroya Hall is located on 3rd Ave between Union and University.  The entrance for musicians is located on 2nd Ave at the NW corner of 

the building. 

 

Driving North on I-5: Take the Seneca exit and go west. Turn right on 3rd Ave. Proceed for two blocks. Benaroya Hall is located on your 

left. There is parking under the hall and can be entered from 2nd Ave. 

Driving South on I-5: Take the Union exit and proceed west until you reach 2nd Ave. Benaroya Hall is on the block of Union and 2nd Ave. 

There is parking under the hall and can be entered from 2nd Ave. 

 

University of Washington Meany Hall 

Driving North or South on I-5: Take the 45th St. exit.  Head east on NE 45th St to 15th Ave NE.  Turn right at 15th Ave NE and proceed to 

NE 41st St.  Turn left into the university parking structure.  Once inside the garage, follow the signs directing you to Meany Theater.  Which 

entrance you use will depend on the function you are attending.  Specific directions will be given to your child a month prior to the event.  

 

University of Washington Music School 

Driving North or South on I-5: Take the 45th St exit and go east until you reach 17th Ave NE. Turn right and enter the University campus.  

The parking attendants at the gate will give you instructions. 

 

Shorecrest High School  15343 25thAve NE, Shoreline, WA 98155 

Driving North or South on I-5: Take the 145th St exit (#175).  Head east on 145th to 25th Ave NE. Turn left on 25th and travel 

approximately 1/2 mile. Shorecrest will be on your left. Parking is at the rear of the school.  

 

SYSO Office,  11065 Fifth Ave NE, Suite A., Seattle, WA 98125 

Driving North on I-5: Take the Northgate Way exit. Turn left onto 1st Ave NE, then right onto Northgate Way NE. Go to 5th Ave NE and 

turn left. Office is on the left side of the street. 

Driving South on I-5: Take the Northgate Way exit. Turn right onto Northgate Way NE. Go to 5th Ave NE and turn left. Office is on the left 

side of the street. 

 

Pick-Up and Drop-Off Policy 
It is the responsibility of the parent(s) to pick up their child on time, promptly after the conclusion of any SYSO activity. 

Failure to pick up your child in time may cause them to wait at the location alone.  Though all of our rehearsals are in relatively 

safe areas, it isn’t wise to leave your child standing in a disserted parking lot. 

Shorecrest High School:  Please be aware of the driving and parking regulations at SHS.  There is absolutely no curbside 

parking at any time.  The parking lot can get rather hectic and often the children are not paying attention to the traffic flow.  

Please use caution and move very slowly through the lot to ensure no one is injured.  

Music School, UW Campus:  When picking up your child from rehearsal, please be aware, there is no parking allowed on the 
side street bordering the Music building.  You will be ticketed.  Arrange to meet your student at one of the parking lots close to 
the Music School. 

 

Inclement Weather Policy 

The procedure for notifying you if a Saturday rehearsal is cancelled due to weather is as follows:   

• You should call the SYSO office (206-362-2300) after 6 am.  Our phone greeting will indicate if there IS a rehearsal or if 

there is NOT a rehearsal. 

• You can check the SYSO website (www.syso.org).  The front page of the website will tell you the status of rehearsals. 

• If possible check your email account.  Your Orchestra Secretary will be notified by the Orchestra Coordinator as to the status 

of rehearsal and then an email to their orchestra members with a rehearsal schedule update will be sent. 

Of course, weather and road conditions fluctuate from area to area, so if the roads are not safe to travel in your area please 

let your orchestra secretary know by phone or email.  
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WHO’S WHO IN SYSO 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS    ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
 
Jan Bleakney       Dan Petersen 
President       Executive Director 
 
Dean L. Willard      Janice Gatti 
Vice President       Orchestra Coordinator &  
        Youth Symphony Orchestra Secretary 
Paul Rafanelli 
Secretary       Aimee Tan 
        Finance Director 
Michael Korotkin       
Treasurer       Dan Schmitt 
        Associate Director of Development 
Michael Korotkin       
Finance Committee Chair     Kathleen Allen 
        Director of Education, Communications 
Jan Bleakney & John Neeleman    and Partnerships 
Development Committee Chair      
        John Empey 
Badger Godwin      Box Office Manager & 
Marrowstone Committee Chair     MITC Program Coordinator 
         
        Bryan Kolk 
Al Arthofer       Marrowstone Summer Music Coordinator 
Mary Lou Brown 
Jihan L. Caskey      Jennifer Pratt 
Krista Fuller       Data Wrangler 
Badger Godwin       
David Horsey       Chris Harshman 
Mary Anne Howard      Marrowstone in the City 
Charles E. Johnson       
Ginger Hunt Luce       
James R. Maher      11065 5th Ave NE, Suite A 
John Neeleman      Seattle, WA 98125 
Janine Patry       206.362.2300 206.361.9254 fax 
Bankim Shah       www.syso.org 
Satoru Tashiro       www.marrowstone.org     
Kwan Wong       info@syso.org      
         
         
      

http://www.syso.org/
http://www.marrowstone.org/
mailto:info@syso.org

